
My Very Dear Grandparents and Friends,

Catherine Wiley

Founder of The Catholic Grandparents Association

With love and prayers

View in browser

To help Grandparents Pass on the faith

and keep prayer at the heart of family

life

We are delighted to welcome you to our November Newsletter
supporting Grandparents in passing on the faith and keeping prayer at the
heart of family life. 

In this special month dedicated to reflection and gratitude, we remember all
our loved ones who have gone before us, who have loved us and done so much
for us in so many ways. 

May your hearts be filled with the warmth of family, faith, and cherished
memories. 

Embrace the spirit of thanksgiving and continue to be pillars of love and
wisdom in your family's journey. 

May the blessings of St. Joachim and St. Anne be with each and every one of
you today and always.
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Pope's November prayer intention

November

In his prayer intention for November, Pope Francis prays that all parents
who mourn the loss of s son or daughter might find consolation in their

community, and may receive peace of heart from the Spirit of Consolation.

“There are no words” that can console a parent who has lost a child, Pope
Francis says in the video-message for his November prayer intention. Although
we have words for those who have lost spouses or parents, thereʼs not word for

those who have lost their children.

Read more...

https://youtu.be/0ydmFxXxQDk?si=ObIbq4IKUusDv-V6
https://youtu.be/0ydmFxXxQDk?si=ObIbq4IKUusDv-V6
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/pope/news/2024-10/pope-s-november-prayer-intention-for-those-who-have-lost-a-chil.html




By Marcia Helten



Advent is the Time for Waiting and Preparing

December 1st marks Advent, the beginning of the Churchʼs new liturgical year.
Advent means “arrival” or “coming”. During this time, we spend time preparing
ourselves for the coming of the baby Jesus at Christmas. We also wait in anticipation
for the second coming of Jesus, at the Parousia (par-uh-see-uh), when God will be
all in all. Here is one way to celebrate the beginning of the Advent season with your
grandchildren or great grandchildren.

Here are the things you will need to get your prayer table ready:

Click here to read more:

Bambinelli Sunday December

15th

A beautiful advent tradition Bambinelli Sunday, Blessing The Christ Child

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Advent-is-the-Time-for-Waiting-and-Preparing.pdf
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/bambinelli-sunday/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/bambinelli-sunday/


The beautiful Advent Tradition, Bambinelli Sunday, was instituted by Saint Pope
John Paul II during his Papacy. The tradition follows that on the Third Sunday of
Advent (Gaudete Sunday) children and adults bring their Baby Jesus figures from
their homes to St Peters Square where they are blessed by the Pope. Then, following
the Sunday Angelus address, the Holy Father blesses the statues of Baby Jesus
which the children will take back to homes to be placed under their Christmas trees
..

All children and families are invited to bring the Baby Jesus figure from their homes
to be blessed. Families can make their own 'Bambinelli' if they wish. Pope Francis
has continued the tradition, blessing the statuettes which children bring before him
in the Square. Parishes around the world now join in the cele-bration, encouraging
young children to make the connection between the Nativity set at home and the
local church where they worship each weekend.

"It helps children and young people to prepare for Jesus."

A suggestion is, following the blessing, take your 'Bambinelli' home, wrap it and
open it as a family on Christmas morning where the youngest member of the family
would place it in the crib.

A gi� of the presence of Christ in your home this Christmas.

This year we will celebrate 'Bambinelli Sunday' on December the 15th.

On Bambinelli Sunday, Pope Francis has a message for children "Dear Children,
listen carefully:

When you pray before your Nativity Seen, remember to pray also for me as I shall
remember you. I

thank you heartily-and have a Merry Christmas."

Gaudete Sunday

The third Sunday of advent is called Gaudete Sunday, the day when we light the
pink candle on the advent wreath (hence the 'pink candle' Sunday). Rose vestments
are worn to emphasise our joy that Christmas is near. Guadete means "rejoice". This
day reminds us of the joy that is to come, and serves, amid this season of penance,
as a kind of "break" when we recall the hope we have because of the coming of Our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Read more and download our Parish poster

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/bambinelli-sunday/


What I did for Love
We would like to thank
everyone who attended our
Faith Café on Tuesday 12th
November it was truly
wonderful to see everyone with
our guest speaker Father
Lambert Ramos with the

theme "What I did for Love", 

Which was the most amazing, wonderful, inspirational account of a 
life, a blessed life, well spent and spent through love.

Also welcoming Sharon Wizell's talk on "What I gave up for Love" 
which was truly inspiring, do watch our Faith Café if you missed it, 
on the link below.

We look forward to our next session on Tuesday 10th December.

If you would like to watch our November Faith Café subscribe to our 

newsletter

Inspiring Faith Café Quotes

"Father Ramos, to have said that he learned the rosary before he

https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/GBCeggXinjfLPlNhgfUiJbDlOV5Mp8eioBP3aHEP0TnELaTj3FZ3G4blhh5cEHX-.zNPvxNIe3cgeMtNn?startTime=1731437945000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/GBCeggXinjfLPlNhgfUiJbDlOV5Mp8eioBP3aHEP0TnELaTj3FZ3G4blhh5cEHX-.zNPvxNIe3cgeMtNn?startTime=1731437945000
https://us02web.zoom.us/rec/share/GBCeggXinjfLPlNhgfUiJbDlOV5Mp8eioBP3aHEP0TnELaTj3FZ3G4blhh5cEHX-.zNPvxNIe3cgeMtNn?startTime=1731437945000


could walk. I think basically that everything you said teaches us
that we have to live in the moment, concentrate on what we can

do, not what' s gone wrong and what we haven' t been able to do,
because at this stage of our lives, we all know, it' s not until you get

much later on in life, I think, that you don' t really know who you
are".

Catherine Wiley

"Please! There is only one word to express correctly what love is.
And what is that? Next, It is grace. For that reason, the Holy Spirit

must always be with us. And how do we do that? We keep on
praying for this grace. Because loving a person who has become

cranky, it would be di�icult unless we are given grace by God to be
able to bear with one another, to be patient, to be kind to one
another, to make them be, to make us be, to participate in our

being. That is grace.."

Father Lambert Ramos

"We will call our talk Kor Adkor L' Kwitur. The heart speaks to the
heart. A call to life, a call to love, live to love, love for love. This is

not my journey alone, but our journey. And we will do this
together, shoulder to shoulder, in a mutual voyage of discovery."

Father Lambert Ramos



https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/faithcafe/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/faithcafe/


Register for our Next Faith Café Click here

�� Marilyn Henry, CGA International
Ministry Coordinator

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZcucu6srzkqEtQLQtqAh5BYBer8Jo3Szkea#/registration
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/faithcafe/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/faithcafe/


had the honor of being invested as a Dame in the Order of Malta at St.
Patrick Cathedral, New York, New York, USA, on November 15, 2024.

Pictured: 
Dames and Knights American Association, US, 2024
Blessing of the Robes and Capes
Homily, Bishop William D. Byne, Diocese of Springfield, Massachusetts, US. 
Presentation Malta Cross, Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan, Diocese of New York, New York, US.

The Sovereign Military Hospitaller Order of St. John of Jerusalem, of Rhodes, and
Malta is a Catholic lay religious order that seeks to glorify God by promoting the
spiritual welfare of each lay member through his/her work with the sick and the
poor and his/her defense of the faith.



One of the oldest institutions of the Western world, the Order of Malta has 13,500
members worldwide who actively practice the values of Christianity and Christian
charity. The Order, headquartered in Rome, maintains diplomatic relations with 113
states and holds Permanent Observer status at the United Nations. Humanitarian
initiatives promote health, fight hunger, build resilient communities, and provide
emergency relief globally including recently in Gaza and the Ukraine.

Ministry news

The CGA Ministry, Our Lady of Mount Carmel
Church recently traveled on Pilgrimage to the

Shrine of Our Lady of Champion.



The National Shrine of Our Lady of Champion, in Wisconsin (formerly

Our Lady of Good Help), is the only church-approved Marian

apparition site in the United States. 

You can read the full story about the Shrine, and Mary's apparitions

to Adele Brise, by clicking here.

When you read the second part of Our Blessed Mother's message to

Adele Brise, it is as if, heaven is speaking directly to Grandparents,

calling each of us in a special way (parents/teachers/catechists too)

with these words: "Gather the children…teach them what they

should know for salvation…their catechism, the sign of the Cross and

how to approach the sacraments. This is what I want you to do. Go

and Fear nothing, I will help you."

With Mary's help, our mission, the mission of the CGA, is to 'pass on

the faith and help keep prayer at the heart of family life'. How

wonderful to receive this encouragement from Mary, Queen of

Heaven. Won't you join us as we learn more about this special place,

attend Mass together, and have opportunities for personal prayer &

reflection?

Blessings,

Colleen Lowery, Ministry Leader

https://championshrine.org/our-story/


Kathy Consler, CGA Diocese of Charlotte,
North Carolina, US, Ministry Leader





PRAYING FOR YOUR GRANDCHILDREN

5 Things to Do Before Prayers for My
Grandchildren



As a grandparent, one of the joys of life is
getting to know your grandchildren. And as
they grow older, you may find yourself wanting
to pray for them more o�en. But before you
start praying for your grandchildren, there are
a few things you should do first. Here are 5
things to do before prayers for my
grandchildren:

Click here to read

Click to contribute

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/PrayersforGrandchildren.pdf
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/contribute/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/grandparents-meals-in-india-help-us/






CLICK HERE

We Need You

We urgently need Volunteers and members in all areas of

the globe.

Please reach out and tell a friend about our organisation;

perhaps join a ministry in your Parish, or start your own

Ministry. For further info contact the website

www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org

WHO WE ARE

We are a worldwide group of people united by a belief in

the importance of the vocation of Grandparents. We

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/contribute/


 Subscribe

CGA Christmas
Decoration
A Beautiful Christmas
Decoration
St. Joachim, St. Anne, Jesus –
Bless All Grandparents

CGA Christmas Card –
Pack of 6
Wishing You a Happy and Holy
Christmas

Pope Benedict XVIʼs
Prayer for Grandparents
This is a beautiful memento
version of the wonderful
prayer written at our request
by Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI.

CGA Brooch
Our popular brooches are
available to order. These are
typically ordered by our
ministry leaders and as gi�s for
Grandparents.

BACK IN STOCK

Being a Catholic
Grandmother

BUY NOW

assist Grandparents in providing a crucial link in passing

on the Faith.

Grandparents were never as important to the family,

church and society as they are today.

Grandparents treasure their Faith, they are concerned

about the future, and want to ensure the Faith is passed

on.

OUR MISSION

To help Grandparents pass on the Faith and to keep

prayer at the heart of family life.

Visit our online shop for gi� ideas

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/subscribe/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-christmas-decoration/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-christmas-decoration/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-christmas-card-pack-of-6/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-christmas-card-pack-of-6/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/pope-benedict-xvi-grandparents-prayer-bookmark/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/pope-benedict-xvi-grandparents-prayer-bookmark/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-badge/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/cga-badge/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/being-a-catholic-grandmother-now-in-stock/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/being-a-catholic-grandmother-now-in-stock/


❤  Please donate or make a bequest to help with CGA running costs - Thank you ❤ 

There is a candle lighting for all of your intentions
at the Shrine of our Lady of Knock in Ireland

Monthly Masses are o�ered for your
intentions and prayers

May St. Joachim and St. Anne,

parents of Mary, Grandparents of

Jesus Bless us All

https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/product/being-a-catholic-grandmother-now-in-stock/
https://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org/contribute/


Catholic Grandparents Association

Patron - Archbishop Francis Du�y - Tuam
Private Institute of The Faithful
Charity number 20074104
501(c)(3) charitable organization in the US

Connecting Grandparents Worldwide

info@catholicgrandparentsassociation..com

We hope you found this to be useful. 
However, if youʼd rather not receive future emails

Unsubscribe

Visit our website

God Bless all children and grandchildren as
they return to School and College, protect

them, keep them safe and well.

https://www.facebook.com/catholicgrandparentsassociation
https://www.instagram.com/catholicgrandparents/
https://twitter.com/i/flow/login?redirect_after_login=%2FCathGrandAssoc
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